THE RACE FOR THE GUADARRAMA PASSES

military, also had its political motives and was finally
shaped and fashioned by geographical factors, which I
am about to describe in the following chapters.

It was on July 19, when the first news reached Europe
of the Army rising, that the telephone rang in my Paris

MAP SHOWING THE AREA OP SPAIN CONTROLLED BY THE NATIONALIST
FORCES (SHADED) AND BY THE VALENCIA GOVERNMENT  (WHITE)  IN
JULY 1937
office and I received instructions from the Editor of the
Daily Mail to go to Spain and find out what was hap-
pening. Accustomed to such missions, it did not take me
more than a few minutes to pick up my valise, already half
packed, and to catch my tram. During previous trouble
in Spain I had always managed to make my way through
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